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tenant has now large proprietary rights in the land; his mode
of tenure, once perhaps the worst in Europe, has been made
liberal in the highest degree; but the Irish landlord has been
grossly wronged; and the relations between the two classes
have been so adjusted that a notion is abroad that the whole
landed system of Ireland must be turned upside down, by a
general expropriation of Irish landlords and the conversion of
tenants into owners in their stead, as if Irish confiscations had
not already pointed their moral.
In Ireland, however, as too often has been the case in
India, Nature ere long suddenly interposed to show, by an
awful example, what terrible ills may overtake a community,
seated on the land in overflowing multitudes, and depending for
existence on a supply of perishable food. In the autumn of
1845 the potato failed, to a considerable extent, in most parts
of Ireland; and the results, though less tragic than they were to
become, were, even from the first moment, dreadful. No
premonitory signs of the visitation had appeared; it fell on the
land like the ravage of war and pestilence. The millions of
wretchedness, vegetating on patches of the soil, were torn from
their homes in destitute masses, driven to and fro in search of
the means of life; and even the classes next above were
reduced to extreme want. This was especially the condition
of things in the great Celtic districts west of the Shannon, and
in three or four of the counties of Munster, in which poverty
had for ages prevailed; and though famine was largely averted
in these, the enormously dense population cruelly suffered. In
the better parts of Ireland there was less actual want; but
even in these there was great distress; loud murmurs of
discontent were heard, and society became more or less
disorganised. These evils, however, were but the prelude to
the appalling catastrophe which quickly followed. In 1846
the potato all but wholly perished; the crop of cereals too was
lamentably short; and dearth, which became devouring famine